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Relaxed Environmental Regime Sought to Scale Up 'Green Hydrogen' 
MNRE seeks 'white' list status. green impact exemption for fledgling industry 
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New DelhI: A relaxed environmen· 
talhnpact regime isbelng90Ughtand 
oonsider"ed to facilltate a 9C8le up ci 
the emisslon-eutting Green Hydr0-
gen projects In lndla. 
The Minlstryof New & Renewable 

energy (MNRE) has asked the gre
en ministry to shift Green H~·dro
gen projectsi' Industry from 'red' 
list to 'white ' list, spare il from the 
tougher envlronmental scrutiny 
which it has to undergo currently 
and help converge rmanc1ai sche
mes to help boost theupoomlnggre-

en hydrogen project ecosystem In 
India, ET has learnt. 
The discussions aline amid a gr0-

wing governmental focus on 'Grten 
Hydrogen' as a key approach IDW8I'ds 
decarbonIsation amid lnaeased In· 
dustrial growth and ownll btfiast· 
ruc:turtldevelopment In theCOWltr)/ 
The Union cabinetapproveda Ra 19, 

774 croreGreen Hydrogen Misslm In 
January and the government has aI· 
ready announced producdon target 
of 5MTgreen Hydrogen by3D). 

Aaxlrdingl): the Centre is v.wtina 
on an incentive and facilitation regI. 
me to encourage setting up r:L Green 
Hydrogen industryin India. 
The MNRE is expected to SOCII1 float 

out Green Hydrogen bkls and will al-
9'J roll out an incentive ftamev.'Ol"k 
prior to the same. 
AccordingJ)I it has flagged off some 

d the key concerns raised by Indust· 
ry to the MinIstry or Envinnment, 
Fon!stsandClmate<lw1ae(MoEF& 
ex::) lbrcms1deratim, EThas learnt. 

As per the 1II16 categorisation of 
industry by the Central Pollution 
Control Board (CPCB), Industry 
sectors wtth pollution &Coreof abo
ve 6Oancategorisedas 'Red' while 
those with a score belQ* 20 are In 
the 'white' category: 
White category industries do not 

requ h-ethe 'consent tooperate' and 
only need to intimate the State Pol· 

Jullon Control Board! Pollution 
Control Committee. 
The CPCB placed all RE projects in 

the 'white' categOry in Marc:b 2016-
The MNRE has 9lUght that almilar 
'white' category status beawarded to 
green hydrogen/annmrua 1X'Ojects/ 
lndustryaswel1 
Currentl)l Green H)'dr-ogeoJAm· 

mmla is In the 'red list' as per thepol· 
lutlon index score. 

The Industry has represented that 
'Green Anunonla' /Green Hydrogen 
inYOtves use of renewable energy s0-
urces - solar or wind power etc- fur 
splittingoC watertogain 'Ireen'hyd
rogen which Is then combined with 
nitrogen to create the more easily 
transportable 'green ammonia'. 

This is quite unlike the (lI)(M!ntio-

nal method which Inwlwd. used na· 
tural gas for the purpose. generating 
high carbon emissions In the process 
of &enerntingammonia. 
Attordingl.lt a re<:ategorlsatlon has 

beensoughtkeeplnglnmindlowered 
emlsslons expected from 'green' am· """""prod-The MNRE has a1ao requested the 
MoEF to eumJ.ne the possibility cL 
exempting groen ~ projects 
from the Environment Impact As
sessment (EIA) regime- a thocough 
procll!!iS Inrolvlng Serious ~ 
scrutiny and mltlgation system'! ror 
posslbleenvtronrnentalbnpact. 
The exemption has been made avai· 

lable to all other renewable energy 
projects- wind, solar power genera. 
tion· underorders Issued in2Ol1. 

Further, the Mr..'RE has sought 
that MoEF conskler convergence 
of financing or variow green hyd. 
rogen projects wltb its schemes 
like Green Climate Fund So\"tII'e· 
ign Green Fund, Sovereign Green 
Bond tramework. 
TheMNRElskeenthattheEllvinln· 

menl ministry also Identify media· 
nisms to help 8CCJ8l8 'green finame' 
for the nedgllng Industry In the co
Wltry which will al!obe CrucJ.allOln· 
dis achieving its2tJ?:)net zerollll"(llel 
While India Is starting with useof 

green hydrogen in harder to ablte 
sectors such as fert Ulzers and reIl· 
nery production, the long·term 
plans Include use of green hydro
gen to power up mass transport 
am~lotherareas. 


